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Our February program, featuring Dr. 

James Kibbie, is free and open to 

the public. Spread the word 

among your friends and associates.  

Also, you can help by publicizing 

this event at your church.  Use the 

cover of this newsletter as a poster 

and make an announcement this 

Sunday.  See you there! 

Spread the Word 

!
 !

Sponsored by the Greater Greensboro Chapter 
of the American Guild of Organists 

February 17, 2014 
at 7:30 pm 

Organist  
James Kibbie 

West Market Street United Methodist Church 
302 West Market Street, Greensboro, NC  27401 

in recital 

“Kibbie displayed flawless, brilliant technique, 
unfailing memory, and outstanding musicianship.”--

Hudebni rozhledy 

James Kibbie is Professor of Organ at the University of Michigan.  He also maintains a 
full schedule of concert, recording, and festival engagements throughout North America 
and Europe, including appearances at the Cathedral of Notre Dame in Paris, Royal 
Festival Hall in London, Dvořak Hall in Prague, and Lincoln Center in New York.  During 
his month-long concert tour of the Soviet Union in 1991, Pravda hailed him as “a 
marvelous organist, a brilliant interpreter.”  A frequent jury member of international organ 
competitions, he has himself been awarded the Grand Prix d'Interprétation at the 
prestigious International Organ Competition of Chartres, France, and is also the only 
American to have won the International Organ Competition of the Prague Spring Festival 
in the former Czechoslovakia.  
 
James Kibbie's performances have been broadcast on radio and television in the USA, 
Canada, and Europe.  His compact disc recordings include “Merrily on Hill,” performed on 
the famed Skinner organ in Hill Auditorium, Ann Arbor, works of Dieterich Buxtehude 
recorded on the historic 1687 Schnitger organ of Norden, Germany, and discs of music 
by Bach, Alain, Tournemire, Sowande, Morrison, and contemporary Czech 
composers.  Dr. Kibbie’s “audio holiday cards,” recorded on the Létourneau organ in his 
residence and issued as free internet downloads, are a popular annual tradition. 
 
James Kibbie is internationally renowned as an authority on the organ music of Johann 
Sebastian Bach.  He has performed the complete cycle of Bach organ works in a series 
of eighteen recitals and is in constant demand as a Bach recitalist and clinician.  His 
recent recordings of the complete Bach works on historic baroque organs in Germany 
have been welcomed with enthusiastic critical and audience acclaim.  Thanks to 
generous support from Dr. Barbara Furin Sloat in honor of J. Barry Sloat, the University 
of Michigan is offering Dr. Kibbie’s recordings of all 270 Bach works as free internet 
downloads at www.blockmrecords.org/bach. 
 
James Kibbie’s students perform frequently in concerts, competitions and workshops in 
the USA and abroad.  His former students hold key positions in college teaching and 
church music nationally.  Among the honors he has received, Dr. Kibbie is particularly 
proud of the James Kibbie Scholarship, endowed in perpetuity by the University of 
Michigan to support students majoring in organ performance and church music. 
 
Germany:  “James Kibbie plays with consummate clarity, brilliance and grandeur.  His 
technically perfect performance reveals the compositional structure and an intuitive 
emotional penetration of the music.”--Ars Organi 
 
France:  “He unfolded a torrential virtuosity, revealed in a storm of light.”--Le Monde 
 
England:  “Music does communicate, and never more so than when it is played with the 
impulse and eloquence Dr. Kibbie commands.”--Musical Times 
 
USA: 
“Kibbie's performances are persuasive. His registrations are colorful and effective, he 
roars through the most complex passages with dazzling facility, and he articulates the 
rhythmic excitement of the music with a wonderful flexibility and clarity.”--American 
Record Guide 
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UNCG Student 
Recital 

Support the work of your 
Chapter by promoting  

and attending  
these fine programs 

2014 Program Calendar 
 
Monday, February 17, 7:30pm 
Recital by James Kibbie 
West Market Street UMC 
302 West Market Street, Greensboro 
 
Saturday, March 22, 2014, 5:30pm 
UNCG Student Recital 
Music Building, Organ Hall 
100 McIver Street, Greensboro 
 
Saturday, May 17, 2014, 6pm 
Closing Potluck 
The home of Bill and Alicia Allred 
1721 Carriage Run Court, Haw River 27258 
 
The Closing Potluck is for all GGAGO Chapter Members 
and guests. Mark your calendars, plan your dish, pick out 
your wine, and set your GPS!  Normally, this event is held 
in a member’s church but this year we have opted for a 
more intimate setting that we hope will be more fun and 
foster closer relationships within our community. See you 
in May!  

Do you know this organ? Send your response to 
ballred@guilfordpark.org. 

 The organ studio of Dr. André Lash, at 
the University of North Carolina at 
Greensboro School of Music, will present a 
recital, co-sponsored by the Greater 
Greensboro Chapter of the AGO.  The 
recital will be held in the Organ Hall of the 
School of Music, which houses the 43-rank 
Andover Organ, op. 111.  
 Recital participants include Josh 
Dumbleton, organist at Edenton Street UMC 
in Raleigh; Marya Orlowska-Fancey, a 
member of our Chapter, working at Wayne 
Leupold Editions; Jordan Hart, a piano 
major at UNCG; and John Alexander, 
organist at First Presbyterian in Greensboro. 
 The repertoire will range from early 
intermediate to doctoral level; composers 
will include Bach, Scheidemann, Milhaud, 
Widor, Escaich and others. 
 These students are skilled players and the 
Andover is a great but little heard 
instrument outside the University.  Make 
plans to come and hear these promising 
young talents. 
 For more information about the 
instrument, enter this link into your internet 
browser:  
 

http://www.andoverorgan.com/organs.ne
w.111.php 

Have you renewed your AGO membership? 
Half-year memberships are available. 

Download a renewal form from our website.  
www.ggago.org 

 

Early registration is past, but there’s still time to 
make plans to attend and to register! 
 
Go to http://www.agoboston2014.org 


