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Message from the Dean 
As we have passed All Saints and look forward to 

Thanksgiving, Christ the King Sunday, and the 

turning of a new liturgical year beginning with the 

first Sunday of Advent, I know those of us in church 

positions are working feverishly to bring our best to 

worship services, lessons and carols services, and 

various other performances. I am grateful to all of 

you who are using your craft to beautifully and movingly shape musical and 

sacred experiences for others.  

There are several things to read through in this edition of Vox Humana. I’d like to 

take a quick minute to update you on a few of them: 

●​ Pipe Organ Encounter (POE) & Pipe Organ Intensive (POI) – our chapter 

will be hosting one of three POEs in the country this summer. The dates 

have moved since last reporting, so please note the new dates: July 

12-17, 2026. If you know pianists or organists who might be interested, 

the registration will go live later this month on the UNCSA Summer 

Programs website. Please encourage them to apply. If you are interested 

in helping with this, please contact me.  

●​ The Middle School/High School Organ Festival & Competition (which the 

chapter co-sponsors with UNCSA & Salem College) registration form is 

also now live at 

https://www.uncsa.edu/music/events/organ-festival.aspx. Applications 

are due by December 19. There are TWO levels for the competition: 

Intermediate and Advanced, so please encourage young organists that you 

https://www.uncsa.edu/music/events/organ-festival.aspx


know to apply. Teachers or applicants may contact me with questions at 

olsent@uncsa.edu. 

●​ We will also be hosting a PEDALS, PIPES, AND PIZZA event in conjunction with 

UNCSA’s Community Music School in late February. Keep an eye out for 

this.  

If you are interested in getting involved with the chapter or have ideas of 

potential events for the chapter, please don’t hesitate to reach out to me or one of 

the chapter officers. The list of your officers can be found on our chapter’s 

website https://www.piedmontncago.org/chapter-officers.html.  

I wish you all the very best in the coming weeks/months that are some of the 

busiest of the year. Don’t forget to take some time for yourself! Sincerely, 

Timothy Olsen, dean 

2026 UNCSA Organ Festival & Competition 
Kenan Associate Professor of Organ Timothy Olsen, the UNCSA & Salem College 

Organ Studio, and the Piedmont NC Chapter of the American Guild of Organists 

invite you to the 2026 UNCSA Middle and High School Organ Festival & 

Competition. 

The competition will take place on Saturday, Jan. 31. Workshops, lectures, and 

master classes will take place on Friday, Jan. 30 and Sunday, Feb. 1. For a full 

schedule, see the website Organ Festival & Competition. 

In addition to participating in the Competition, guest middle and high school 

organists will be able to meet other organists their age from around the country, 

tour the UNCSA & Salem College organ facilities, hear UNCSA keyboard faculty 

and students perform in recital, participate in workshops, masterclasses, lessons, 

as well as build a small functioning Orgelkids Kit pipe organ! 

Applications are open until Dec. 19, 2025. Detailed competition rules and 

guidelines are available at Rules & Regulations PDF. 

Our chapter will sponsor two prizes: First Prize in the Intermediate Level ($500) 

and Second Prize in the Advanced Level ($1000).  

Member News 
Dan Locklair New Recording 
Dan writes to inform us that his Concerto for Organ and Orchestra has received 

a fabulous newly posted performance in Colorado Spring, CO. The organist was 

Joseph Galema and Thomas Wilson conducted the Chamber Orchestra of the 

Springs. The performance is available at Locklair at First UMC, Colorado Springs. 

He said, “I thought this might be of interest to you and others in the AGO because 

that Concerto for Organ and Orchestra was a commission from the Greater 

Greensboro Chapter of the American Guild of Organists, with funding from 

Robert A. Bearden and David C. Ratchford, for the 2011 AGO Regional 

Convention in Greensboro. The Eastern Music Festival Orchestra, Gerard 
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Schwarz, conductor, and Susan Bates, organ soloist, gave the piece its World 

Premiere at that 2011 Regional Convention.” 

The American Prize Ernst Bacon Memorial Award ​
for the Performance of American Music 
Dan Locklair has been named the winner of The 2025 American Prize Ernst 

Bacon Memorial Award for the Performance of American Music in the 

Professional Composers Category for his Requiem for SATB chorus (divisi), 

soloists (SATB), organ and string orchestra. 

The American Prize in Composition recognizes and 

rewards the best composers in America of works for 

orchestra, chorus, concert band, chamber ensemble, 

theater, opera, dance or film that have been publicly 

performed, or read and recorded. 

The nine-movement, 45-minute work is set in English 

and uses elements of the Latin Mass, along with 

non-traditional solo movements featuring additional 

Biblical texts. It’s published by Subito Music and was recorded for a Convivium 

Records release. Hear it and follow the score here. 

Upcoming Events 
Saturday, November 8​
Winston-Salem Choral Artists in Concert 
7:30pm, Brendle Recital Hall,  

Wake Forest University 

You may purchase tickets here. 

The Sacred Veil is a collaboration between 

composer Eric Whitacre and poet/lyricist Charles 

Anthony Silvestri telling a story of life, love and 

loss. Silvestri’s wife, Julie, died of ovarian cancer 

at age 36 in 2005, leaving two young children. 

Including texts from Silvestri, Whitacre and Julie 

herself, the intimate, compelling score tells a story 

of courtship, love, loss and the search for solace. 

Although inspired by this extraordinary and moving friendship, the piece does 

not mention Julie by name and shares a very human journey – one that so many 

of us can relate to. 

Concert goers should be advised that The Sacred Veil is an emotional 

encapsulation of the journey of a woman named Julie who lost her life and 

family to ovarian cancer. It relates her story in a most respectful and powerful 

way, but audience members who may be sensitive to their own or another’s 

journey with cancer should be advised. 
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Sunday, November 23​
John Alexander Organ Recital 
This recital will honor of the 25th 

anniversary of the Letourneau organs at 

First Presbyterian Greensboro.  

Admission is free. 

 

 

Sunday, November 16​
The Raleigh Ringers 
3:00pm at First Baptist Church, ​
Martinsville, VA 

This internationally recognized handbell ensemble is known for their incredible 

performances that blend 

classical precision with 

unexpected twists — from 

symphonic arrangements to 

rock favorites — creating an 

experience that’s as impressive 

as it is fun. 

Their program spans rock and 

roll, jazz, show tunes, 

Christmas, and classical — a 

great showcase of musicianship and ensemble precision that I think organists, 

church musicians, and percussion/ensemble students will really enjoy. 

You may purchase tickets at https://square.link/u/yXKBoLW7. 

 

Sunday, December 13 and 20​
Burlington Boys Choir 
Christmas Candlelight Lovefeast​
Both concerts at 7pm 

Old Brick Church, 3699 Brick 

Church Road, Greensboro, NC 

In the style of a Moravian Lovefeast, 

boys changed and un-changed 

voices sing carols of the season by 

candlelight. 

The event is free, but seating is 

limited. Please send an email to 

reserve your place at this 

address 

burlingtonboyschoir@hotmail.com. 
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Michael Hill Scholarship 
Leupold Foundation Gift Expands Organ Study Scholarship 
We’re pleased to share that the Leupold Foundation has generously offered to 

provide music books and other instructional materials free of charge for students 

who receive the Michael Hill Scholarship for organ instruction. Thanks to the 

addition of this gift to the scholarship package, young students will be able to 

pursue their interest in the organ totally free of upfront financial barriers to 

either instruction or learning materials. 

We are extremely grateful to The Leupold Foundation for their generosity and 

commitment to making organ study more accessible!  

The next deadline for Michael Hill Scholarship applications is December 15. 

Please consider sharing this resource with any young musicians (rising 6th grade 

through undergraduate college) you may know. With so many excellent 

instructors and instruments in the Triad, we want to spread the word about this 

opportunity to as many future organists as possible! 

Scholarship information and application forms can be found at 

https://www.piedmontncago.org/michael-hill-scholarship.html. 

Positions Available 
Our Position Openings page is full of recent additions! Check out the website for 

full position descriptions and contact information. To have a position listed, 

email us at piedmontncago@outlook.com or use the form at the bottom of the 

webpage. Follow us on Facebook to receive an update every time a new job is 

posted. 

Starling Avenue Baptist Church in Martinsville, Virginia is 

currently seeking a part time Choir Director/Organist. For details, 

click here. 
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Photos of 1st Chapter Meeting 
Our first meeting was at St. Mary’s Episcopal in High Point on Tuesday, 

September 30 at 6:30pm. In addition to fellowship time and food and beverages, 

our new Board members were installed. Below are four pictures from the event. 

 

1 Installation Ceremony 

 

2 New Board Members 

 

3 At the meal 4 Those Attending 

 

 

 

Please send your news, upcoming events, position openings,  substitute 

availability, and other useful information to Susan Keck Foster, ​
Chapter Communication, at piedmontncago@outlook.com. 
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